
Algorithm for Portable Fan use within VCH

Before considering the use of a portable fan:

► contact FMO to review and adjust room temperature/air flow

► consider alternative cooling methods i.e. cool washcloths, ice packs, portable 

cooling blanket

Is the area in which the fan is to be used, a strictly prohibited area?*

No Yes

Is the patient:

► in a private/single room; or

► in a curtained bed space and not on 

any additional precautions

A portable fan is not recommended for use by 

Infection Prevention and Control

A portable fan is not recommended for use by 

Infection Prevention and Control

Yes No

Use a clean, portable fan:

► approved by FMO

► positioned correctly as per Guidelines

► ensure specific documentation is on the 

patient chart

Portable fan must be:

► Cleaned on a weekly basis; and

► Upon patient discharge

When portable fan is no longer required, it will 

be cleaned, covered and stored in clean 

storage area.

*Portable fan use is strictly prohibited in the 

following areas:

► Adult ICU

► High Acuity Units

► Neonatal ICU

► Operating Room

► Dialysis Unit

► Endoscopy Suite

► Sterile Processing Department

► Clean storage areas

► Laboratory

► Oncology Unit

► Patient Isolation Rooms

► Patient room where any additional 

precautions are in place, whether single 

or multi-bed room 

Consider alternative methods of cooling

 

· Acknowledgement:  VIHA, IPAC, Algorithm for Portable Fan Use within VIHA 

· Available on VCH IPAC R:
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