
Infection Prevention and Control
June 2018

Antibiotic Resistant Organism (ARO)                                                   
Acute Care Patient Placement Algorithm 

Patient meets 
screening criteria 

for ARO 

Patient confirmed ARO 
positive 

Screening for 
CPO? 

Contact Precautions  

Private room recommended, if 
not available isolate in place 

with dedicated toilet/commode 
and dedicated patient care 

equipment cleaned and 
disinfected after each use

Private room required for 
patients at higher risk for CPO*

Screening for 
MRSA? 

CPO MRSA VRE

Contact Precautions  

 

Private room required

Do not place in transition locations 
(e.g., hallway) 

 Priority placement over         
MRSA/VRE patients 

Confirmed CPO and higher risk suspect CPO require private 
room, dedicated toilet/commode and dedicated patient care 
equipment which is cleaned and disinfected between each 
use.  Consult IPAC in all cases if this is not possible. 

*Higher risk for CPO:

· Care in an ‘out-of-country’ healthcare facility

· Hospitalized in an ‘out-of-country’ healthcare facility 

· Multiple invasive devices/procedures in an ‘out-of-

country’ healthcare facility

· Returned to Canada with invasive devices in-situ

Contact Precautions 

Private room recommended 

Routine 
Practices 

Cohort:
· MRSA patients can share a room with MRSA patients  

(infected patients priority for private room over 
colonized patients)

· MRSA patients cannot share a room with non-MRSA 
patients

· Apply same cohorting principles to VRE patients if on a 
high risk unit. Do not mix cohort MRSA with VRE. 

· Temporary placement for MRSA patients  (< 12 hr) in 
transition locations only when hospital in surge level 2

Considerations for cohorting: 
· Contained body fluids 
· Cognitive impairment 
· Compliant with personal and hand hygiene
· Immune status

Routine Practices 
pending 

screening results 

No Yes

Private room not available

Droplet and Contact Precautions  
if patient has productive cough OR 

if ventilated in ICU  

 

Droplet and Contact Precautions 
if found in sputum/tracheostomy 

aspirate and active respiratory 
infection/coughing  

http://ipac.vch.ca/Documents/Additional%20Precautions/Online/Contact%20Precautions%20sign%20VCH.0430.pdf
http://ipac.vch.ca/Documents/Additional%20Precautions/Online/Contact%20Precautions%20sign%20VCH.0430.pdf
http://ipac.vch.ca/Documents/Additional%20Precautions/Online/Contact%20Precautions%20sign%20VCH.0430.pdf
http://ipac.vch.ca/Documents/Additional%20Precautions/Online/Droplet%20and%20Contact%20Precautions%20sign%20VCH.0431.pdf
http://ipac.vch.ca/Documents/Additional%20Precautions/Online/Airborne%20and%20Contact%20Precautions%20sign%20VCH.0435.pdf
http://ipac.vch.ca/Documents/Additional%20Precautions/Online/Droplet%20and%20Contact%20Precautions%20sign%20VCH.0431.pdf
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