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Gastrointestinal (GI) Infection                      
Adult Patient Placement Algorithm 

Diarrhea NYD 

Contact Plus Precautions, add 

if patient also vomiting 

Private room recommended 

Confirmed GI 
pathogen 

Priority for private room placement:
1. CDI

2. Norovirus 
3. Diarrhea NYD 

4. Other GI pathogen: incontinent or contaminating 
environment

CDI Norovirus Other GI 
pathogen* 

Contact Plus 
Precautions 

Private room 
required

Contact Plus 
Precautions and 

Private room 
required 

Patient incontinent 
or contaminating 

environment?
(e.g., confused,             
poor hygiene,                    

non-compliant) 

Routine 
Practices 

Contact 
Precautions

Private room 
recommended 

Consult IPAC prior to placing a patient with confirmed or 
suspected GI infection  in a shared room.  If already in 
shared room, contact EVS for stat Additional Precautions 
clean of shared bathroom.  

Dedicated commode required 

Considerations for cohorting:
Cohorting with same organism
Incontinence/control of body fluids
Immune status 
Cognitive impairment 
Compliance with hand and personal hygiene 

NoYes

*Refer to the VCH Diseases and Conditions Table 
for organism specific information 

Yes

Private room not 
available

No

Move to a private room with dedicated 
bathroom as soon as possible 

Note: in an outbreak situation, consult 
IPAC prior to any bed moves 

Droplet Precautions

Droplet Precautions
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