
No Airborne 
Isolation Room 

Available

Patient requiring surgery has suspect or 
confirmed airborne illness

Airborne 
Isolation Room 

Available

Private Room 
with 

Door Closed

Implement Airborne 
Precautions

STOP – Surgery 
Postponed

 Delay Surgery Until 
Patient is Well

Notify OR Manager or Designate of patient’s 
requirement for surgery with Airborne 

Precautions

Transport patient directly to OR 
Theatre if possible. Patient to 

wear a surgical mask if not 
intubated.

Extubate and recover patient in 
OR theatre unless there is an 
airborne isolation room in the 

PACU

Patient  discharged from OR, 
directly back to their impatient 
bed. Patient to wear a surgical 
mask on transport if extubated

OR theatre closed to allow airborne particles to 
be cleared. If room needs cleaning prior to 

clearance time lapse, staff must wear an N95 
respirator

Staff must wear 
an N95 

respirator 
during transport

Negative Pressure 
Airborne isolation 

inpatient room 
could be used for 

recovery

Staff must wear 
an N95 

respirator 
during transport

 contact FMO as needed

Anaesthesiology, OR Manager or 
Designate and Surgeon:
· Select an OR theatre with an 

anteroom (see Appendix C)
· Implement Airborne 

Precautions
· Place Airborne Precautions 

signs 
· Intubate Patient in an 

airborne isolation room 
prior to  transport to OR, if 
possible

· Place bacterial filter on 
anaesthesia circuit

· Control traffic
· Communicate with the 

PACU

Appendix B    Algorithm for Implementing Airborne Precautions in the OR

YES

NO

Room cleaned as per Environmental 
Services Standards and Protocols

R: IPAC/Airborne Precautions Implementation in the OR, Best Practices Guideline/CG/23Jun2016
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